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The Look of Progress
You undoubtedly have 

seen, along with us, 
what I like to call   

“the look of progress” that is 
taking place at the Garden. 
Whether it’s the sound of the 
hammers placing tile on the 
roof, or the sight of detour 
signs due to road closures 
from the California Water 
Service line replacement 
project, or the smell of the 
cement being poured onto 
new platforms that will serve 
to support the sculptures of 

our new, upcoming exhibit – the look of progress is alive and 
well on our Garden grounds. 

Over the days, weeks, months and years to come, I hope you 
will share in my excitement about what lies ahead.  

Back in 2013, the Garden adopted the recommendations of a 
Vision Plan that called for the expansion of collections, the 
opening of vista points, and the creation of new garden areas. 
The Vision Plan ended up being our catalyst for the following 
exciting capital projects which are either completed or in 
the works: 

•  Creation of the Creek Overlook 
•  Renovation of the Rose Garden 
•  Schematic Design for the new Native Plant Garden 
•  Schematic Design for the new Children’s Garden 
•  Schematic Design for the restoration of the 
 Lake and Creek 

When you combine our drive to complete the long-range Vision 
Plan with the push to improve the day-to-day visitor experience, 
you get the ambitious activity currently at the Garden! 

This edition of our newsletter will give you a bit more insight 
into some of the changes that you may be noticing taking place 
throughout the Garden (page 9 and 10). We are also happy to 
share with our readers a couple of great stories that remind us 
of the ways the Garden gives back to students and its members 
(page 3 and 4).  

In June, I was able to share our success with fellow profession-
als when I, along with landscape architects and the design firm 
for our Children’s Garden and Lake and Creek Renovation, 
Russell Mills Studios gave a presentation at the American Public 
Gardens Association’s (APGA) annual conference in Washington, 
D.C. Our presentation shared with the group how South Coast 
Botanic Garden is taking climate and environmental changes 
into account when designing new garden spaces. In addition, 
SCBG Chief Operating Officer, MaryLynn Mack was also 

welcomed as the incoming Vice-President on the APGA Board 
of Directors. Ms. Mack also led several sessions on Inclusion, 
Diversity, Equity and Accessibility. We were proud to represent  
the Garden so prominently in this national forum. 

Thank you all for your continued patience and support as we    
grow in service to our visitors and the community. 

Photo by DK Foto

Artful Reception with Corporate and Community Guests, May 8, 2019 
Photos courtesy of Marilyn Long and Jackie Balestra. Living Wall photos by Kait McKay

CEO Message Adrienne L. Nakashima
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What a wonderful way to end our fiscal year by 
being selected as the Torrance Area Chamber 
of Commerce’s Non-Profit of the Year!

W e are so very humbled by this community-wide           
honor which was made public at the Chamber’s  
Impact Awards Celebration on June 16th. There, a 

cross section of community-minded individuals and organiza-
tions convened to recognize the contributions that make             
Torrance a great place to do business, enjoy recreation, live,     
play and build. The Garden is a proud, long-time Torrance          
Area Chamber of Commerce member with barely a block  
dividing the Torrance and Palos Verdes Peninsula areas.

We shared the spotlight with 
great people and forward-thinking 
entities who have shaped positive 
outcomes. Among them was the 
surprise J. Walker Owens Volunteer-
ism Award bestowed upon our very 
own Board Trustee, Mark Waronek, 
who also served as the celebration’s 
emcee. Organizers worked hard to 
keep the award a secret and hidden 

from the script Mark was following. It was a very genuine and 
authentic kind gesture, for which he was deeply moved by. We 
celebrate Mark as well, for who he is and all that he does to build 
community across the region, throughout the state and beyond!

Other honorees included: Sunrider International (Large 
Business of the Year), Andes Florist (Small Business of the 
Year), Bachem Americas, Inc. (Outstanding Community Service), 
Ganahl Lumber (Excellence in Business), Torrance Tavern 
(Hidden Gem), Dandoy Glass and Providence Little Company 
of Mary Medical Center Torrance (Legacy Award – 40 Years), 
Harbor Regional Center (Legacy Award – 39 Years), Marc 
Stevens of El Camino College (Emerging Leader), Charlene 
Nishimura, Pediatric Therapy Network (Program Leader of the 
Year), Jeanne Imbrogno, AMAG Technology, Inc. (Ambassador 
of the Year). Also recognized were Incoming Chairman, 
Dan Armendariz of California Water Service Company and 
Leadership Torrance 2019 Graduates.

Garden Board Trustee, Mike Molina, rewarded the team by 
hosting a table so staff could attend the event. A big thanks to 
Mike for his thoughtfulness and generosity! Mike also provided 
a nice introduction to CEO, Adrienne Lao Nakashima, who 
shared a few words of gratitude upon accepting the award.

“It is our sincere honor to be recognized in this way by such a 
highly esteemed entity such as the Torrance Area Chamber of 
Commerce,” says Nakashima. She continues, “there are many 
non-profits in our area doing really great work to serve the 
community. That we are recognized for our efforts is a big step 
forward for us as a 59-year-old community resource. We are 
very grateful to the Torrance Area Chamber of Commerce for 
this heartfelt honor.”

We enjoy this award with our beloved Garden team, volunteers, 
members and donors, whose support make our work and 
place in the community possible! Together, we humbly grow.

Photos by Kait McKay

South Coast Botanic Garden 

Honored as Non-Profit of the Year
By Yumiko Whitaker

[Top]: Garden CEO, Adrienne Lao Nakashima flanked by Staff and Board 
Trustees [Bottom]: Mark Waronek, Board Trustee and J. Walker Owens 
Volunteerism Award recipient and Tara O’Brien of Kaiser Permanente 
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T hey don’t know it yet, but the school children walking 
through the gates of South Coast Botanic Garden                  
are about to embark on a life-long relationship with         

nature – thanks, in part, to Gerado Salazar and his team of 
environmental champions.

Gerry, as he prefers to be called, is the 
Administrator of Los Angeles Unified School 
District’s Office of Outdoor and Environ-
mental Education, and he has mapped out 
a plan for the children of Los Angeles. The 
plan includes a hefty infusion of what he 
calls “Vitamin N,” a reference to Richard 
Louv’s book of the same name and the 
movement that acknowledges the benefits 
human beings, especially children, receive 
from nature. 

In July, the journal, Scientific Reports, 
reinforced this further by quantifying the 
positive benefits that can come with what 
amounts to a prescription of 120 minutes 
per week in nature. The study worked with 
20,000 individuals to determine that those 
who spent at least two hours a week 
outdoors reported increased health.  

Achieving full nature connectivity, of course, 
takes more than one field trip. Gerry and his 
team have crafted an approach with depth 
and sequence that first whets the appetite 
of children by creating positive first impres-
sions (that’s where South Coast Botanic 
Garden comes in) and then follows through 
with a succession of extended experiences 
to take the connection to greater heights. 
Step two is a family day that invites the 
children and their care-givers to spend a 
day outdoors together to encourage healthy 
lifestyles, and in middle school they provide 
a five day wilderness sleep-away camp that 
will help seal the deal and create a lifelong 
connection with nature. 

It’s an impressive program, especially for 
the nation’s second largest school district, which must balance 
the very real needs for bulk education with personalized care. 
Because resources can be slim, Gerry focuses his efforts on 
the children who need it most through an approach that selects 
classes with high numbers of foster youth and food-insecure 
families. This means that many of the 5,000 school visitors 
coming to the Garden each year are facing incredibly difficult 
life circumstances. 

Noting the trauma experienced by many of the students, 
Gerry says, 

“ The Garden provides an exhale moment. 
 They take it all in and enjoy it as a safe space. 

You know you’re successful 
when kids don’t want to leave.”
The Garden, and its wide array of 
ecosystems is an ideal destination for 
a day of discovery. The Banyans, the 
Desert Garden, the lush Rose Garden and 
Living Wall all become outdoor classrooms 
where scientific investigations can take 
place. The kids are asked questions 
like “Is this ecosystem suitable for a 
hummingbird to make a nest?” and then 
the adventure begins. They hunt for 
water sources, look for shaded nooks for 
camouflage, and spider’s silk for nest 
building. As it turns out, the habitat along 
the Promenade is a pretty great place for 
a hummingbird to build a nest!

The academic work that takes place on 
these trips may be disguised as fun, but 
the curriculum is rigorous and relevant. 
Gerry notes that as this generation of First 
Graders matures, they will face serious 
environmental challenges. “With the future 
population of the planet projected at seven 
billion, we are going to need solutions to 
support our nutritional needs. We are 
training the scientists that will solve this 
problem. And, all they need to do is turn 
to the grounds of South Coast Botanic 
Garden to find the answers. The regenera-
tive journey of this former garbage dump 
turned oasis, shows that nature is wise. 
The solutions for our survival likely lie 
right here.”

Gerry and his team find that the Garden 
is geographically situated to support field 
trips in some of the most disadvantaged 

communities in the County (think South Los Angeles, San Pedro, 
Wilmington, and Carson).

The Garden has been pleased to partner with Gerry and to 
serve the students and families of the Los Angeles Unified 
School District, and looks forward to continuing to cultivate 
the world’s next generation of environmental champions.  

Environmental Literacy Champion
Gerardo E. Salazar

Los Angeles Unified School District Administrator Connects Children with the Outdoors 
By Danielle Lacharite Brown

[Top] Photo by Kait McKay [Bottom] Photo by SCBG
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They are a regular presence, spanning nearly 35 years of 
patronage. What’s missing from their photo here is Jeff’s 
camera as a faithful companion piece. 

You may have seen his beautiful nature images in this publica-
tion and other Garden materials, which he joyfully shares from 
regular visits. He and his wife, Michelle, find great joy in hikes 
throughout the Garden’s expanse, including their beloved 
Buchloe Trail (shown here) and adjacent Yarrow Trail. For them, 
both trails, and the Garden at-large, serve as an enduring oasis. 

Jeff has always enjoyed photography. His Mom had a darkroom, 
and it was a hobby they developed together. At age nine, his first 
camera was a 35mm which he found on the sidewalk near his 
home in Hermosa Beach. As an adult, he converted second 
bathrooms into dark rooms – until the digital age opened up a 
whole new world for him. He transitioned easily, and especially 
likes the close-up details of flowers and hummingbirds.

Jeff and Michelle first met as coworkers in the Electronics 
Division of Hughes Aircraft. Their Garden story began when 
Michelle wanted to have personal photos taken. Jeff had visited 
twice before and suggested the place. The photo (inset) is 
one of the captured images circa 1985 just off of Tram Road 
near the famed Sausage Tree. 

They fell in love in the Garden with regular visits and eventually 
made the condos next door their first home. In 1989, they 
attended a wedding in the Garden and married that same 
year as well. In 1993, they welcomed the arrival of their son, 
Marcus, who loved having the family’s annual Christmas card 
photos taken in the Garden. Each card is a keepsake of his 
early formative years and serves as an important reminder 
of the historic role the Garden plays in the lives of many.

With robust work schedules, and the rigors of family life, 
The Statons cherished their Saturday walks through the 

Garden. They loved the Lake 
andthe Creek, which at that 
time, held lots of water. In Spring, 
the nearby bridge was covered with Wisteria, a delightful sight. 

“The Garden has been a lifeline.” 
Retirement for Michelle five years ago translated into daily 
weekday visits that Jeff could also take advantage of as he 
worked the swing shift before eventually retiring as well. 
Both had served Hughes Aircraft for over three decades.

This has been an eventful year for The Statons. In May, they 
celebrated their 30th wedding anniversary. Soon after, their 
son and his wife welcomed a daughter, Aria, on Flag Day, 
June 14th. The okay for Aria to come home from the hospital 
two days later on Father’s Day was the best gift for both Dads. 
She is the family’s first grandchild, and a source of great joy – 
now residing right around the corner from her grandparents, 
and close to the Garden.

The Statons love the Garden for many reasons. Among them, 
the ever-changing variety of plants, trees, flowers and shrubs, 
aptly captured in Jeff’s seasonal photos. They also appreciate 
the people who are tasked with its stewardship. Through the 
years, they have learned so much from attentive caretakers 
who make them feel like they are part of the Garden family. 
And the fact that there are restrooms situated in the back 
acreage is a bonus. They used to rotate hiking places on the 
peninsula, yet few were equipped with bathroom facilities. 
Good thing, as it earned us a permanent place in their hearts 
as the destination of choice. We are grateful to have them as 
part of our Garden family, and we congratulate them on life’s 
many blessings!

Life Blooms 

with Jeff and Michelle Staton
By Yumiko Whitaker

[Top] Photo by Kait McKay

Photo by Jeff Staton, circa 1985
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GARDEN CIRCLE EXCLUSIVE PREVIEW
HIDE AND SEEK: ART MEETS NATURE
Thursday, September 5 | 4:30 - 6:30 p.m.
Garden Circle Members ($1,000 and 
higher) are invited to a special evening to 
celebrate the arrival of our new exhibit. 
Enjoy a signature cocktail, board the 
“Party Tram” featuring a live tour of the 
sculptures, and partake in light nibbles 
with fellow Garden Circle members. 
Upgrade your membership and RSVP to 
Natasha at (424) 452-0931 or via email 
at membership@scbgf.org.

MEMBER PREVIEW EVENTS: 
HIDE AND SEEK: ART MEETS NATURE 
Friday, September 6 | 4:30 – 6:30 p.m. 
Saturday, September 7 | 7 - 9 a.m. 
Members of all levels are invited to 
join us for a preview of our new fine art 
exhibition - Hide and Seek: Art Meets 
Nature. Pack a picnic and put on your 
walking shoes to embark on an art 
crawl to see the Garden’s latest exciting 
offering. Free complimentary tram 
rides will be available. RSVP online at 
southcoastbotanicgarden.org/preview.
 
FARM TO TABLE DINNER
Sunday, September 22 | 6 - 9 p.m.
Garden Circle members and a guest 
are invited to an intimate unique 
al fresco dining experience featuring 
a locally-sourced four-course menu 
and wine. The program will feature a 
presentation on Hide and Seek: 
Art Meets Nature, works from the 
Los Angeles County Museum of Art 
and South Coast Botanic Garden. 
Join or upgrade today by calling 
Natasha at (424) 452-0931 or via 
email at membership@scbgf.org.

MEMBER TWILIGHT: 
PUMPKIN HUNT AT NIGHT
Thursday, October 17 | 5 - 7 p.m.
As Halloween approaches and the 
days get shorter, explore the Garden 
after hours to find the hidden pumpkin 
treasure at this members-only event. 
Twinkle lights and luminarias will be 
placed sparingly along your way to help 
you find your destination, but be sure to 
bring a flashlight and sneakers as the 
evening will be dark. RSVP online at 
southcoastbotanicgarden.org/pumpkin.

Programs are Free with Membership 
or General Garden Admission

MUSIC ON THE MEADOW: 
LABOR DAY CONCERT
Monday, September 2 | 3 – 5 p.m.
The Garden comes alive with family friendly 
music this holiday weekend with the Palos 
Verdes Symphonic Band. Enjoy and explore 
music and all it evokes as the band unlocks 
the secrets of how music is made in this 
exciting, interactive program, “Stories 
Through Music.” Learn how orchestral 
instruments work and sound with AMUSE 
Music Center at the instrument petting zoo 
before the concert. Bring your own picnic, 
blankets, shade umbrellas and chairs to 
enjoy this final concert of the summer. 

AUDUBON BIRD WALKS
Sunday, September 8 | 8 – 11 a.m.
Sunday, October 13 | 8 – 11 a.m.
Sunday, November 10 | 8 - 11 a.m.
Join the Palos Verdes and South Bay 
Audubon Society the second Sunday 
of each month for a walk through the 
Garden’s 87 acres in search of wild birds. 
Group meets near the Garden entrance. 
Bring your own binoculars to enhance 
the experience. No experience required. 

DISCOVERY DAYS - NEW!
Sunday, September 8 | 1:30 - 3:30 p.m.
Sunday, October 13 | 1:30 - 3:30 p.m.
Sunday, November 10 | 1:30 - 3:30 p.m.
Get dirty in the Garden! Come learn, 
experience and discover fun facts about 
the natural world at South Coast Botanic 
Garden. Connect with the plant and wildlife 
habitat in this drop-in program for Garden 
visitors of all ages. Learn how our diverse 
ecosystem helps the environment while 
discovering the importance of Reduce, 
Reuse and Recycle. Each Discovery Day 
has its own topic and activities. This is 
an outdoor Garden program that will be 
canceled in inclement weather. To learn 
about weather cancellations, call (424) 
452-0928 the morning of the event.

THE GREAT PUMPKIN HUNT
September 13 - November 30
Celebrate autumn with this perfect fall 
excursion in the Garden! Search for 
pumpkins while enjoying the Garden’s 87 
acres. This annual tradition will have you 
exploring picturesque areas of the Garden 
in search of hidden pumpkins leading you 
to the unexpected. Bring your cameras and 
cell phones for plenty of fall photo oppor-
tunities along the way. Walking shoes, 
sunscreen and water bottles recommended 
- all ages welcomed and encouraged.

SOUTH BAY ORCHID SOCIETY 
FALL SHOW & SALE
Saturday, September 14 | 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
(Showroom opens at 11 a.m.)
Sunday, September 15 | 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Experienced orchid vendors and Orchid 
Society Members will be on hand to sell 
and showcase their outstanding plants 
with artistic exhibits and displays. 
“Orchids-R-Easy” demonstrations/classes 
will be held throughout the duration of 
the show. An hourly raffle will be held 
on each day. 

FALL FESTIVAL - NEW!
Saturday and Sunday, 
October 12 and 13 | 11 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Celebrate all-things fall at the first ever Fall 
Festival in the Garden! Fall garden-themed 
jewelry, artwork, plants, food, and drinks 
will be available for purchase. Enjoy the 
Garden in celebration of this special season 
with games and activities for all ages, fall 
wares and seasonal harvest beers and 
wine. Hop on the tram for a free ride to 
and from the festival! 

FREIGHT FRIGHT, THE ULTIMATE 
HALLOWEEN TRAIN SHOW!
Saturday and Sunday, 
October 26 and 27 | 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Join the Los Angeles Division of the 
National Model Railroad Association at 
the Halloween-themed Model Train Show 
at the Garden! The train show is for all 
ages and all interest levels - modelers, 
collectors, enthusiasts and the curious. 
All aboard! 

Member Events Programs
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SUPER SUNDAY! HEROES WANTED…
HELP US SAVE THE EARTH!
Sunday, November 17 | 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Are you interested in all the ways in which 
we can help Mother Earth? Environmental 
champions wanted to join us for a day 
of fun in the Garden! Featuring booths 
from local conservation groups and area 
partners, participate in fun activities 
throughout the day to learn about water 
conservation, land reclamation, recycling, 
composting, and more! 

SCOUT PROGRAMS - NEW!
South Coast Botanic Garden now offers 
programs that apply toward badge fulfill-
ment on Discovery Days and Conservation 
Day. Discovery Days are held the second 
Sunday of each month. Conservation 
Day is November 17. Troops interested in 
attending these programs should inquire 
and make reservations at least two weeks 
in advance to determine badge topics 
and space availability. Space is limited, 
reservations required. For information 
about pricing, topics, badge options 
and to reserve your troop space, email 
info@southcoastbotanicgarden.org. 

Events 
 
SOCIAL IRRIGATION - NEW! 
Friday, September 13 | 6 - 9 p.m.
Saturday, October 12 | 6 – 9 p.m.
Friday, November 15 | 6 - 9 p.m.
General Price Adult: $16, 
General Price Child (Ages 5-12): $12 
Member Price: Adult $12, Child $9
Social Irrigation is the Garden’s newest 
program featuring music, food, craft 
beer and lawn games. Ticket includes 
admission to the Garden after hours 
and unlimited opportunities for night-
time fall fun. Picnic boxes, beer, cider 
or wine will be available for purchase. 
Bring your own blankets, chairs and 
weather-appropriate clothing for taking 
an evening hike around the Garden. 

FALL MOVIE NIGHT: 
THE NIGHTMARE BEFORE CHRISTMAS 
Friday, October 25 | 5 – 8 p.m.
General Price (Ages 5 and Up): $12 
Member Price: Adult: $9.60 | Child: $5.60 
Enjoy the crisp fall air in the Garden 
while watching Tim Burton’s classic 
The Nightmare Before Christmas! Doors 
open at 5 p.m. and the movie begins shortly 
after sunset, approximately 6:15 p.m. 
Before the movie starts guests have time 
to picnic, play lawn games and participate 
in the Great Pumpkin Hunt at dusk. 
Bring your picnic, blankets and low-slung 
chairs to enjoy this Halloween classic in 
the Garden. 

TRUNK OR TREE: 
HALLOWEEN IN THE GARDEN!
Sunday, October 27 | 12 – 3 p.m.
General Price Adult: $12
Regular Price Child (Ages 5-12): $7 
Member Price: Adult: $9.60 | Child: $5.60
Wear your costume and enjoy a trunk or 
treat inspired afternoon at tree trunk stations 
in the Garden! Ticket includes admission to 
the Garden and participation in this fun 
Halloween event. All children must be 
accompanied by an adult. Costumes are 
encouraged for all guests but not required. 

Classes  
SUSTAINABLE LANDSCAPING 
Saturday, September 7 | 10 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
General Price: $19 | Member Price: $15.20 
California Native plants are drought tolerant, 
require little maintenance and will bring your 
yard to life! Learn how to incorporate Califor-
nia Native plants into your own garden with 
Master Gardener Sara Saxonberg. Sara will 
introduce the concepts of plants, soils and 
placement. This class will be held outdoors, 
rain or shine. Wear Gardening clothes and 
hats appropriate for the weather. 

INTERMEDIATE 
WATERCOLOR PAINTING  
SIX PART SERIES
Wednesdays, September 11, 18, 25 
and October 2, 9, 16 | 2 - 5 p.m.
General Price: $143 | Member Price: $130
Create vibrant botanical watercolor 
paintings in this intermediate to advanced 
six-session watercolor class. Nancy Sewell, 
local artist, will teach botanical watercolor 
painting techniques in color, value, texture, 
composition and shading to create exciting 
portraits of seasonal flowers from the 
Garden. During the six-part session you will 
be able to take four to five paintings home. 
Supply list provided upon registration. 
Supplies cost approximately $100.

IKEBANA FLOWER ARRANGING
SIX PART SERIES
Tuesdays, September 17, 24 and 
October 1, 8, 15, 22 | 10 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
General Price: $133 | Member Price: $120 
Ikebana is the ancient Japanese art of floral 
arranging. Instructor Yumiko Kikkawa, of 
the Ohara School of Ikebana, will guide 
you to see beyond the decorative and 
help you merge the indoors and outdoors 
through the mechanics of manipulation and 
the observation of materials for their best 
usage. Registration required. Materials 
fee is $40 beginners/ $80 advanced. 

DIY MAGIC WOOL FAIRIES & ANGELS
TWO PART SERIES 
Saturdays, September 21 and 28 | 1 - 5 p.m.
General Price: $90 | Member Price: $75
Make your own fairies or angels made from 
magic wool (also known as wool roving or 
felt)! These fairies and angels are perfect 
for fairy gardens, home decor or as holiday 
centerpieces and tree ornaments. Take 
this class to make two of your own for 
yourself or to give as gifts just in time for
 the holidays. Participants must be at least 
12 years old. Materials Included. 

PUMPKIN SPICE AND EVERYTHING 
NICE, ABOUT KOMBUCHA
Saturday, October 5 | 9:30 – 11 a.m. 
General Price: $55 | Member Price: $44 
Learn to craft kombucha from start to finish 
and flavor your own bottle by blending 
fruits, herbs and spices. Want to make a 
pumpkin spice kombucha -we’ll show you 
how! Each participant gets a reusable 16 
oz. swing-top glass bottle with your own 
custom blended kombucha and detailed 
instructions for home brewing. 

PAINTING IN THE STYLE OF A MASTER: 
VAN GOGH-TEXTURAL LANDSCAPES 
TWO PART SERIES
Thursdays, October 17 and 24 | 3 - 5:30 p.m.
General Price: $134 | Member Price: $120
Learn to paint using simple techniques to 
create works in the style of the Masters. 
All levels of experience are invited to join 
this class. Have fun and follow along with 
Art Instructor Teresa Venturo, lifelong artist 
and experienced educator. Learn a little 
related art history. Apply new techniques 
to bring your next Garden paintings to life. 
Supplies are included with class. Please 
bring your own apron. 

WICKS AND WINE
Saturday, October 19 | 1 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Sunday, November 17 | 1 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.
General Price: $68 | Member Price: $55
Join Banter and Bliss to make your very 
own holiday scented candles. A drink 
and snacks will be provided during the 
workshop where you’ll learn about candle 
making while getting into the holiday spirit. 
Take home two holiday scented candles. 
More may be made at an additional cost.

Continued on next page.
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MASTER GARDENER SERIES
THREE PART SERIES 
Saturdays, October 26, November 2 
& November 9 | 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.
General Price: $75 | Member Price: $60      
A small, doable step we can take to solve 
community health problems is to plant 
edible gardens. Our foods are only as 
nutritious and healthy as we grow them. 
Research shows that eating more 
vegetables improves health, reduces 
obesity and cuts down on the risk of 
chronic diseases such as diabetes and 
cancer. Having a garden helps us 
improve our health, save on grocery bills 
and ensures fresh food on the table. 
Master Gardener Liza Go will show you 
how to rebuild and prepare soil, which 
veggies to plant at the right time and how 
to maintain a healthy environment for 
your garden and community. This class 
will be held outdoors, rain or shine. Wear 
gardening clothes and hats appropriate 
for the weather.

PAINTING IN THE STYLE OF A MASTERS: 
O’KEEFE-CLOSE-UP FLORALS 
TWO PART SERIES 
Saturdays, November 9 and 16 
10 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
General Price: $134 | Member Price: $120
Learn to paint using simple techniques to 
create works in the style of the Masters. 
All levels of experience are invited to join 
this class. Have fun and follow along with 
Art Instructor-Teresa Venturo, lifelong 
artist and experienced educator. Learn 
a little related art history. Apply new 
techniques to bring your next Garden 
paintings to life. Materials included. 
Please bring your own apron. 

YOGA
Tuesdays 10 - 11 a.m. 
Saturdays 10 - 11 a.m.
Enjoy the sweeping views and fresh air 
of the Garden in this outdoor Hatha yoga 
class. It helps to develop balance and 
strength in mind and body. All levels are 
welcome for this class that will lead you 
through physical postures, deep breath-
ing and mindful exercises. 

TAI CHI
Saturdays 9 – 10 a.m. 
Learn this beautiful ancient Chinese prac-
tice with graceful meditative movements 
that help maintain physical health, 
well-being and spiritual essence. Held 
weekly this activity is the perfect way to 
release tension, increase balance and 
improve relaxation. All ages and fitness 
levels welcome. 

GUIDED MEDITATION
Sundays 10 - 11:15 a.m.
With over 20 years of meditation 
experience, Keith Holmes will guide you 
through Buddhist meditation followed by 
time for personal reflection and contem-
plation in the Garden. Learn to create 
a calm and peaceful mind regardless 
of external circumstances. All levels 
welcome, from those curious about 
mediation to advanced practitioners. 

DYNAMIC STRETCHING & MUSIC 
Mondays 9:30 - 10:30 a.m.
Enjoy an outdoor session of Essentrics, 
an energizing stretching and strength- 
building practice set to music. This full 
body workout will leave you feeling 
energized and youthful and can rapidly 
change the shape of your body through 
the development of lean, strong and 
flexible muscles and immediate improve-
ments to your posture. The class is 
perfect for all fitness levels and effective 
for pain relief, stress release and injury 
recovery and prevention. 

CLASS PRICES
Individual Class Pass
Regular Price: $15 | Member Price: $12
10-class Flex Pass 
Regular Price: $125 | Member Price: $100 
Flex pass valid for up to six months for 
Tai Chi, Yoga, Guided Meditation and 
Dynamic Stretching & Music. 

Weather note: All classes are held outside 
and participants should come dressed for 
the weather and class activity. Most classes 
are held rain or shine. If we are unable to 
hold a class due to inclement weather, you 
will be notified via email 24 hours in advance.

SAVE-THE-DATE!
 
ANNUAL MEETING
Thursday, August 29 | 9 a.m.
Members are invited to join us for coffee 
and donuts as we hear from the Founda-
tion’s Board President and the Garden’s 
CEO about the latest and greatest 
happenings at South Coast Botanic 
Garden. Come meet fellow members, 
board members and staff. 

HOLIDAY HOT TODDIES
Sunday, December 1 | 1:30 - 3:30 p.m.
Kick off the holidays at the Garden with 
our annual holiday Hot toddies event. 
Program will feature music and special 
yule tide craft. For Sustaining level 
($300) members and above. Join or 
upgrade today by calling Natasha at 
(424) 452-0931 or via email at 
membership@scbgf.org

MEMBER TWILIGHT: 
WINTER EXPERIENCE PREVIEW  
Friday, December 13 | 7 - 9 a.m.
Be the first to view the newest self-
guided Garden excursion with this early 
morning preview event. Pack a breakfast 
snack and tie-on your sneakers for a 
brisk walk through our nature trails. 
Listen to the early morning wildlife, 
notice the sun on the trees, and enjoy 
the winter blooms. 

VOLUNTEER DOCENT TRAINING
February 19 – April 1, 2020
Wednesdays weekly with the exception 
of March 11.
We invite you to join the Docents for 
this unique volunteer opportunity. 
Contact Darlene Lackey at Dlackey@
parks.lacounty.gov or (310) 544-6818 
to sign up today!

To sign up or learn more about all activities, visit southcoastbotanicgarden.org, call (424) 452-0920 ext. 3, 
or see one of our friendly Visitor Services representatives during your next visit.

Save-the-Date!
O C T O B E R

Ceiba insignis (White Floss Silk Tree)
Dahlia imperialis (Tree Dahlia)

Fuchsia (Fuchsia)
Salvia (Garden Sages)

N O V E M B E R
Citrus medica var. sarcodactylis 

(Buddha’s Hand Fruit)
Eriogonum (Buckwheat)

Eucalyptus (Eucalyptus Tree)
Montanoa leucantha (Tree Daisy)

Rosa (Rose)

S E P T E M B E R
Callistemon (Bottle Brush Tree)

Combretum fruticosum (Orange Flame Vine)
Erythrina kaffra (Coral Tree)

Jacaranda mimosifolia (Jacaranda Tree)

What’s in Bloom

Photos by Kait McKay
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THE
GREAT
PUMPKIN
HUNT

Celebrate autumn with 
this perfect fall excursion 
in the Garden! 
Search for pumpkins while 

enjoying the Garden’s 87 acres. 

This annual tradition will have you 

exploring picturesque areas of 

the Garden in search of hidden 

pumpkins leading you to the 

unexpected. Bring your cameras 

and cell phones for plenty of fall 

photo opportunities along the way.   

Walking shoes, sunscreen and water 

bottles recommended — all ages 

welcomed and encouraged!September 13 - November 30

SOUTH COAST BOTANIC GARDEN
26300 Crenshaw Boulevard • Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274     

facebook.com/scbgarden          @scbgarden • (424) 452-0920 • southcoastbotanicgarden.org



Photos by SCBG 

South Coast Botanic Garden is 
growing its programs, classes, and 
offerings for our community and 

with that comes some much-needed 
infrastructure updates.

Our Frances Young Hall and classrooms, 
as well as the administration offices 
received new HVAC units. The flat top 
roof on the Executive Administration 
Building, hall storage and classrooms 
were completely removed and replaced 
with new tiles, addressing termite and 
other water damage. The Administration 
Office flat roof and tile roofs were also 
replaced. Staying true to our mission of 
conservation, unbroken and reusable tiles 
were salvaged and used as part of the 

new roofing. Trellis beams adjacent to 
the Executive Administration Building 
were replaced, as were most severely 
damaged beams in the Cornish 
Courtyard Trellis. 

Other additions were two Retail Kiosks 
that help us continue to offer snacks, 
plants, and gifts to our guests. These 
free-standing units allow for a friendly, 
open interface with visitors in a natural 
outdoor setting and are staffed by our 
knowledgeable Visitor Services associ-
ates, who also help with memberships, 
directions, and general information. 
Appreciation goes to our Director of 
Director of General Services, Yuri Oda, 
who secured donation of these kiosks. 

Garden Changes 
and Transformations 
By MaryLynn Mack 
            

In addition to the infrastructure changes, 
there has also been a change to our 
art in the Garden. Fuller, our geodesic 
sculpture adjacent to the Mediterranean 
Garden now shows a different thermo 
bi-metal solution. This work’s inception 
served as an experiment for Rolling Hills 
resident and USC Professor of Architec-
ture and Artist, Doris Sung. Professor 
Sung formed Fuller in order to discover 
key findings as to how metals respond 
to the sun in the geodesic shape. The 
pieces that buckled were aptly replaced 
with other thermo bi-metal solutions and 
the result is Fuller “transformed.”

We are grateful for every opportunity 
to present our best South Coast Botanic 
Garden. Much of this is done with the 
avid support of those who visit, donate, 
sponsor or host an event in our space. 
Together, we grow!

It’s a long-held truism that the only constant is change, 
and our Garden space is no different.

9  |  southcoastbotanicgarden.org
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Hide and Seek Debuts
Be first to experience the arrival of LACMA Art in the Garden!

The project represents a pivotal moment for the Garden   
and for the Los Angeles County Museum of Art (LACMA), 
as the art museum packs up its galleries for a major 

renovation project and the Garden opens its gates to a selection 
of notable works for long-term display. The sculptures will be 
placed in the “back 40 acres” in compliment to the two 
permanent sculptures - Soller I and Fuller - already on display 
in the formal collection areas.

Many of the works arriving this Fall have been in deep storage, 
making the exhibition even more exciting to see. The Garden’s 
expanse will allow each sculpture to express its own artistic 
character, and the interplay of nature and art will add a whole 
new level of appreciation for the Garden’s botanical collections.
Sculptures included in the Hide and Seek exhibit include:

Richard Artschwager, One on One 
Mark Di Suvero, Teha 
Betty Gold, Soller I 
Nancy Graves, Trace 
Reuben Nakian, The Duchess of Alba 
George Rickey, Four Lines Oblique Gyratory-Square
Doris Sung, Fuller 
Peter Voulkos, Firestone

GARDEN CIRCLE EXCLUSIVE 
PREVIEW: HIDE AND SEEK: 
ART MEETS NATURE

Thursday, September 5 
4:30 - 6:30 p.m.

Garden Circle Members ($1,000 and 
higher) are invited to a special evening 
to celebrate the arrival of our new exhibit. 
Enjoy a signature cocktail, board the 
“Party Tram” featuring a live tour of the 
sculptures, and partake in light nibbles 
with fellow Garden Circle members. 
Upgrade your membership and RSVP
to Natasha at (424) 452.0931 or via 
email at membership@scbgf.org.

MEMBER PREVIEW EVENTS: 
HIDE AND SEEK: ART MEETS NATURE 
Friday, September 6 | 4:30 – 6:30 p.m. 
Saturday, September 7 | 7 - 9 a.m. 

Members of all levels are invited to 
join us for a preview of our new fine art 
exhibition - Hide and Seek: Art Meets 
Nature. Pack a picnic and put on your 
walking shoes to embark on an art 
crawl to see the Garden’s latest exciting 
offering. Free complimentary tram rides 
will be available. RSVP online at 
southcoastbotanicgarden.org/preview.

FARM TO TABLE DINNER

Sunday, September 22 
6 - 9 p.m.

Garden Circle members and a guest are 
invited to an intimate unique al fresco 
dining experience featuring a locally-
sourced four-course menu and wine. 
The program will feature a presentation 
on Hide and Seek: Art Meets Nature, 
works from the Los Angeles County 
Museum of Art and South Coast Botanic 
Garden. Join or upgrade today by calling 
Natasha at (424) 452-0931 or via email at 
membership@scbgf.org.

[Top] Mark Di Suvero, Teha, 1971 © Mark di Suvero, [Center] Photo @ Nancy Graves Foundation / Licensed by VAGA, New York, NY, Tree Photos by Kait McKay
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Garden Circle members and a guest are invited to an 
intimate unique al fresco dining experience featuring 
a locally-sourced four-course menu and wine. 

Program will feature a presentation on Hide and Seek: 
Art Meets Nature, works from the Los Angeles County 
Museum of Art and South Coast Botanic Garden. 

Join or upgrade today by calling Natasha at 
(424) 452-0931 or via email at membership@scbgf.org 

THANK YOU  for your membership which makes this publication and all activities offered possible!


